Bringing Your New Dog Home…
· Immediately begin a schedule and stick to it.  
· Begin a training program with an approved instructor.

· Set boundaries immediately and be consistent!  Do not let yourself get lazy!
· You cannot take a puppy out enough.  If you’re home, I recommend every 30 minutes.  You MUST take him out IMMEDIATELY after he wakes up, eats or drinks.
· Good food is invaluable in potty training.  Less waste means less potty training mistakes!  When the dog eliminates outside, quickly praise and treat.  If you catch him doing so inside, quickly make a loud noise, ‘Eh, eh’ works well, and immediately take him outside to finish where he should be rewarded.
· Do not let the dog out of your sight at first, even if this means tethering him to you.  You can also use a bell.
· The puppy’s mistake is YOUR mistake.  Put your belongings away (shoes, glasses, etc…).  Dogs aren’t human; they do not know what’s valuable and what isn’t.  They’re just as happy chewing on a $1 toy as your shoes.

· Remember, even the best children go through their terrible 2s! (And sometimes 3s and 4s!)
· You cannot correct a behavior if you do not catch him in the act of doing it.  DO NOT punish or scold your dog later on for acts performed earlier (even 2 minutes)!  Doing so can cause stress and phobias.  They will come to associate their current behavior which may be perfectly acceptable, not the negative behavior, with punishment.
· Rewards do not have to be treats alone.  They can also be a toy, or praise ‘good boy’.  Reinforcement of a behavior must come immediately to for an association to be made.

· Keep treats on you to ‘capture’ good behaviors.  Anytime the dog is doing something you desire, quickly praise or treat him.  This is just as important as quickly correcting problem behaviors as praise should be used far more than corrections.  Do not take good behaviors for granted!
· If at first your dog is fearful of certain things, (crates, noises, etc…), do not coddle him.  This can cause permanent fear.  Socialize him to a wide array of sights and sounds beginning immediately.
· Socialization with new people, places, animals, etc… is the best way to prevent fear and resulting problem behavior in the future.  Continually socialize your new pet to novel stimuli.
· If you are using a crate, always create a positive association.  NEVER use the crate for punishment.

· AGAIN, doggy-proof everything!  It’s the easiest way to avoid mistakes.

· Dogs (especially puppies) have A LOT of energy they must expend.  Daily exercise is a must!
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